
Are some toys better than others? Autumn Plan 2018 KS1 
 

Subject Skills and Objectives  
 

Possible  activities  

English 
 

Links to unit plans: 
Labels, lists and captions 
Instructions 
Poetry 
Creative story writing 
Letters 
 
 

The Toymaker - Martin Waddell 
Lost in the toy museum – David Lucas 
Bear goes to town – Anthony Browne 
Albert le Blanc – Nick Butterworth 
Big blue train – Julia Jarman 
My friend Harry – Kim Lewis 
Harry and the robots – Ian Whybrow 
Where the wild things are – Maurice 
Sendak 
 

Maths 
enrichment  

Represent work with objects, pictures and simple diagrams. 
Sort and classify objects. 
Recognise coins 
Solve addition and subtraction problems 
 

Money - Toy Shop 
Measurements 
Sorting 
 

Science Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say 
which part of the body is associated with each sense 
Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made 
Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, 
glass, metal, water, and rock 
Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials 
Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis 
of their simple physical properties 
 

Labelling marionette puppets body 
parts 
Materials - refer to toys/ *Properties of 
materials. 
Sorting toys based on their properties 
Investigating waterproof materials 

History/ 
Geography 

Develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time. 
Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different period 
including how technology has changed through the years. 

History of toys - identifying similarities 
and differences from different periods 
in time. 
Rich people v poor people toys from 



Research toys from around the world and compare their uses and their 
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different periods in time. 
Own timeline / chronology of events 
Guy Fawkes (event Bonfire Night) 
Reviewing and rating toys based on 
criteria from different periods of time 
Developments in same toys over time 
Discovery Museum –  borrow boxes 
of Delight - Toys 
 

PSHCE 
 

Recognise what is fair and unfair 
Understand how to make a choice 
Recognise how their behaviour affects others  
Identify special people and what makes them special 
Staying safe 
 

Safety and Child protection 
 

 
 
 
 
RE 

Belonging and the Christmas story  

Computing Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information 
private; 
Identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns about 
content or contact on the internet or other online technologies. 
General computing skills e.g. switching on a computer/laptop/tablet; 
logging on, beginning to save work and using a variety of software 
programs.   

Digital literacy 
2Simple  
Education City 
Revelation Art 
Espresso - old & new toys 
 

ART Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination 
Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space 
Discuss the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, 
describing the differences and similarities between different practices and 

Peter Blake Toyshop window 
Felt hand puppet 
Observational drawing 



disciplines, and making links to their own work. 
 
 

DT Design 
Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other 
users based on design criteria 
Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, 
drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and 
communication technology 
Make 
Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical 
tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, sewing and finishing] 
Evaluate 
Explore and evaluate a range of existing products 
Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria 
 

Toy testing- looking at joins and 
materials 
Designing a hand puppet 
Sewing felt hand puppet 
Puppet theatre 
 

PE 
 

Gymnastics basic movements using agility, balance, strength and control 
Create simple sequences 
 

Move in different ways as toys, robot, 
soldier etc. 

Music 
 

Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and songs. 
Play untuned instruments musically 
Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 
and recorded music 
Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 
 

 
Song- You’ve got a friend in me (Toy 
story) 
Got no strings (Pinocchio) 
Listen to different types of music and 
decide whether it is best for a fast car 
a robot a fairy or a bouncing ball, 
listen to tempo and beat. 
Charanga Zootime 
 

 


