
Communication and Language 

 Talking about personal experiences. Recalling past events. 

e.g. pets they might have, visits to a zoo, making a snow-

man etc. 

 Introduce and use the vocabulary related to Winter / Ani-

mals – Encouraging the children to think of describing 

words and new vocabulary. Using visual aids for prompts.  

Words around the Nursery. Words to describe. 

 Reinforcing ‘good listening’, ‘good looking’ and ‘good sitting’ 

to the children during carpet times and adult led activities.  

 Variety of talking and listening opportunities e.g. circle time/

small and large group time, register time 

 Listening to others and following instructions. 

 What am I? games linked to animals. Using words to de-

scribe. Asking questions to gain information. 

 Talking about the activities that have taken place at the 

during each session. Discussing and describing what they 

have done, made or seen.  
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Literacy 

 Mark making linked to topic - tracing, writing patterns, pic-

tures to colour. Encouraging the children to give meaning to 

their marks.  

 Letters and Sounds Phase 1  Aspect 4 (Rhythm and 

Rhyme) Aspect 5 (Alliteration) Recapping previous aspects. 

Beginning our letter sound of the week 

 Clapping syllables in names and topic vocabulary 

 Sharing books linked to Winter / Animals e.g. Dear Zoo, 

Rumble in the Jungle, Sharing a Shell.  Using props and 

puppets to act out / recall the stories. 

 T4W - Rosie’s Walk. Recalling, sequencing the story and 

story maps. Creating a new story. 

 Dear Zoo letters 

Mathematics 

 Continuing to count in everyday routines – lining up, milk 

time, fruit, baking, aprons etc. Adult to model and encour-

age mathematical language and counting. Opportunities to 

count and compare quantity through play and directed ac-

tivities. Opportunities for counting to 5/10 and beyond 

 Winter - counting buttons on snowmen, matching pattern 

gloves, shape snowmen, counting snowflakes 

 Grouping, sorting and counting animals 

 Comparing and ordering animals by size. ‘Dear 

Zoo’ fitting assorted animals into different boxes. Are they 

too big? etc 

 Number rhymes and songs e.g 5 Little Snowmen, 5 Little 

Monkeys etc 

 Introduce ‘careful counting’. Encouraging accurate 1-1 cor-

respondence. Reinforcing final total of a set. 

 Matching and lotto games (winter, animals) 

 Using and reinforcing positional language - ‘Rosie’s Walk’ 

 Continuing to reinforce Numicon through free play e.g. 

dough and more focussed activities e.g. counting the snow-

man’s button into Numicon etc 

Physical Development 

 Action songs and rhymes linked to Animals and Winter 

 Using animals as a stimulus for movement. 

 Jack Frost game. Throwing and aiming ‘snowballs’ 

 Practise cutting and cutting along lines. Busy fingers activi-

ties  

 Managing own coats and wellies etc. Discussing keeping 

ourselves warm and appropriate clothing. 

 Cosmic Kids Yoga, Jump Start Johnny and Dough Disco 

Expressive Art and Design 

 Winter art - snowy pictures, printing and painting with cold 

colours. Jack Frost collage 

 Drawing and painting animals. Animal patterns 

 Learning songs linked to Winter / Animals. Singing Nursery 

rhymes daily. Continue with Piccolo Music. Instruments 

 Home corner role play area Winter cabin and then an  

animal themed area (to be discussed with the children) 

 Listening to Vivaldi ‘Winter’ 

 Chinese New Year activities - making lanterns, Chinese 

dragons, Chinese writing, dancing and listening to Chinese 

music 

 Looking ‘Circles’ by Kandinsky and creating our own 

 Spring - collage, printing, painting etc with Spring colours, 

observational paintings of Spring flowers, fingerprint hya-

cinths. Blossom collage and painting. Spring sensory trays. 

 Opportunities for free painting and exploring new mark 

making resources. 

 Easter art and crafts 

Understanding of the World 

 Discussing Winter and what happens around us in Winter. 

Describing what we see and discuss how things are chang-

ing. Discussing and sorting suitable clothing. How can we 

keep ourselves warm? Observing seasonal changes into 

Spring. Visiting the woodland garden. 

 Observing snow, ice, frost etc. Ice experiments 

 Sequencing making a snowman. What do we do first? etc 

 Making bird feeders and visiting the woodland garden to 

hang them up. Observing birds in the outdoor area. 

 Discussing animals and their habitats. Small world scenes 

 Daily weather chart 

 Cooking activities - flapjacks, cocoa 

 Chinese New Year 

 Easter celebrations. Why and how we cele-

brate Easter. 

 Using the draw programs on the whiteboard to create own 

pictures (frosty pictures) 

PSED 

 Discussing caring for animals and what animals 

need. Link to caring for ourselves and others. 

 Talking about feelings. What might make us scared, wor-

ried, happy etc. Link to animals. 

 Encouraging sharing and turn taking during play and group 

times. 

 Continuing to select resources and put them away when 

finished. Good tidying up. 

 ‘Cleversticks’ story. What are we good at? 


