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Read through and discuss the information about palm oil production. Do we think that Clearcast (who banned the Iceland advert) were right to do so? 

Supermarket Iceland wanted to use an advert that had been made by the 

charity Greenpeace, which tells the story of an orangutan whose home is 

being destroyed by palm oil producers. 

 

But a group which makes decisions about which adverts are and aren't 

allowed in the UK - Clearcast - did not approve it. 

At the start of 2018, Iceland 

announced that it will stop using 

palm oil in its own branded products 

by the end of this year, saying it 

hopes that could help protect the 

environment. It is the first major UK 

supermarket to ban using the oil. 

What is palm oil? 

It is the most popular type of vegetable oil coming from palm oil 

fruit. About half of all the products you can buy in a supermarket 

will contain palm oil! It's in shampoos, makeup, chocolate, crisps, 

cleaning products, cereals, and many more items! 

"Orangutans not only have their forest 

homes destroyed, but they can also be 

hurt by palm oil workers in efforts to clear 

the land. We are losing these great apes at 

the rate of 25 every single day, so we 

either act now or lose them forever."  

Claire Bass, UK executive director of Humane 

Society International 

What can we do? 

Shops are starting to make the decision to only buy palm oil that they know has been 

produced in a sustainable way - meaning in a way that won't damage the planet to use in 

their products. 

Many people are choosing to buy products that have been certified by the Roundtable on 

Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) which was established in 2004 to promote the production and 

use of sustainable palm oil for people, the planet and prosperity.  

If enough people hear about the issue and think more about what they buy, then it’s likely 

that the big companies and governments will make changes too! 

Why do we use palm oil? 

Palm oil is a very efficient crop, a 

lot more palm oil per area of land 

can be produced compared to 

other oil crops like soybean oil or 

coconut oil. 

It is also reported that oil palm 

trees do not require as many 

pesticides or fertilisers to be used 

when growing them and it 

provides jobs for millions of 

workers around the world. 
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Look through the different adverts. Which of the adverts do we like, and which don’t we like and why? Who do you think the product is for? 
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Read the information below which consider different ways charities can make money and the struggles they face. If 

you were running a charity, how would you spend money to raise awareness? 

One of the major issues charities struggle with is that their donations and experiences are not keeping up 

with modern shopping trends. Like with other businesses, people want charities to keep up with the way 

they live and utilise the technology they use daily – including the use of mobile technology, voice search 

and new forms of payment. 

Help Refugees’ Choose Love shop in Soho, London, is a shop that offers a 

new shopping experience. Anyone who walks in can browse a number of 

physical items to buy – from coats, tents and mobile phones. But everyone 

leaves empty handed, with each purchase being donated to someone caught 

up in the refugee crisis that needs it most. 

Contactless payments to charities are rapidly rising. A new idea called, ‘Tap for Change’ 

offers a one-stop-shop for charities to set up contactless donation units to replace shaker 

buckets. It also partners with charities like Mary’s Meals to create donations programmes 

with contactless donations at the heart, like Lunchbox, which enables people buying their 

lunch to feed a child for a week with a tap of their card. 

Fundraising ideas 

1. Bake off! A 

cake sale. 

2. A quiz night. 

3. A fun run. 

4. Donating old 

clothes or toys. 

5. Knitting or craft 

competition. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

A Christmas advert raising awareness of the impact of palm oil production on the 

environment has been banned from UK TV after it was described as being "too political". 

UK supermarket Iceland wanted to use the advert that had been made by environmental 

charity Greenpeace, which tells the story of an orangutan whose home is being 

destroyed by palm oil producers. 

Things to talk about at home… 

 Had you already heard about this advert? Do you think you would have heard 
about it more or less if it hadn’t been banned from being shown on television? 

 Do you think it’s good to use cartoons to talk about serious things? Why? 
 Do you think that adverts should be allowed to talk about environmental issues 

as well as selling things? Why? 



 



 

 

 

 

  



 


