
Letters and Sounds - Phonics 
Alongside teaching your child to recognise high 
frequency words, the adult will also be spend-
ing time teaching your child the letters and 
sounds of the alphabet. This is important  for 
the development of both reading and writing 
skills. 
 
Your child will be introduced to new letter 
sounds each week. At this stage it is the sound 
of the letter, not its name, which is important 
(e.g. ‘a’ in ant, not ‘a’ in ace.) A copy of letter 
sounds introduced each week will be sent home 
at the beginning of that week. 
 
The sounds will be reinforced in the classroom 
in a variety of ways using stimulating games 
and activities. 
 
Your child will also be introduced to the letter 
formation of each letter to enable them to 
begin to correctly write the sounds to make 
words. Your child will have handwriting home-
work to support them with their learning which 
will be helpful to do together to ensure they 
are following the correct route.  

Do  
 Choose a comfortable, quiet place and sit 

close together. 

 Be enthusiastic - by showing that you   
enjoy reading, your child will learn that 
books are fun. 

 Give plenty of praise - children respond 
positively to encouragement. 

 Remember that the main aim is reading 
for enjoyment. 

Don't 
 Don’t read in a room where there are   

distractions. Switch off the television or 
radio. 

 Don’t correct words unless they spoil the 
sense of the story. Real readers read for 
meaning, not word by word. 

 Don’t worry if occasionally the book seems 
too easy or your child has read it before.   

 Above all, try not to compare your child’s 
reading with that of other children.    
Reading is not a race and its development 
cannot be rushed. 
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In the teaching of reading at our school we have 
2 main aims which we believe go hand in hand: 
1. We aim to teach your child to read  

fluently and with confidence. 
2. We aim to develop in your child an  

enjoyment of reading and a love of  
literature which will last a life time. 

We won’t be able to achieve these aims without 
your help, sharing books with you child at home. 

Books coming Home: 
In Reception there is a wide range of books available 
in the classroom. The first books your child will be 
bringing home are the ‘Story Chest’ books. These will 
be first introduced to the children in a ‘read together’ 
session. The children will then bring home smaller ver-
sions of these books to share with you at home.   
After sharing these books with you the children will be 
becoming more confident at sounding out new words 
and will start to bring home a range of books which 
contain simpler words for the children to ‘sound out’ 
themselves.  

The Reading Diary 
 
When the first reading book is brought home, 
your child will also bring home a reading diary. 
This is an important link between home and 
school, as well as providing a record of reading 
ability and attitude. The teacher will write the 
book title and comment about your child’s    
interest in the book and ability to read it. When 
you have read the book at home together we 
would very much welcome your comments in 
the reading diary. 
The combination of teacher’s comments and 
parent’s comments provide our record of your 
child’s development as a reader. We welcome 
your support throughout your child’s time in 
school. 

Beginning 

Reading 

Why read with your child? 

 Because research has shown that children who 
have regularly heard stories and shared books 
with their parents at home become better readers 
than those who have not. 

 Because children who read well are likely to 
make good progress in other areas of education. 

 Because very often you can provide a perfect 
environment for reading - a quiet, relaxed envi-
ronment where your child can get uninterrupted, 
individual attention.  

 Because your enthusiasm and interest in books 
will rub off onto your children. You can help    
develop an enjoyment of good books, which will 
last a lifetime. 

How you can help? 
Most importantly by reading together with your 
child. 
In the early stages: 
 Talk about the pictures 
 Talk about the characters in the story 
 Point to the words on the page 
 Encourage your child to talk about the 

story 
 
Don’t worry if you feel that your child is repeating the 
story from memory. This is a very important stage in the 
process of learning to read. If your child wants to read 
the book more than once, this is excellent. You may find 
that at first you may be doing much of the reading, with 
your child joining in, but, before long they will be read-
ing most of the words, with you helping only with the 
difficult words. 
Finally, your child will be able to read the book        
confidently without help. However, as your child       
progresses to harder books, your support and           
encouragement will be just as important, and we hope 
you will continue to share and enjoy these books       
together. 


