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Religious Education Policy 

 

Context in school 

Religious Education (RE) is not a National Curriculum subject, but must be 

taught to all pupils as part of the Basic Curriculum. As RE is not nationally 

determined, the Local Education Authority (LEA) must provide an Agreed 

Syllabus for us to follow. It is the Agreed Syllabus for North Tyneside 2014 on 

which this policy is based. 

At Westmoor, we aim to provide pupils with a broad, balanced and inclusive 

RE curriculum accessible by all children regardless of ability. In the Early 

Years, Religious Education appears within the context of carefully chosen 

themes, sometimes integrated with other areas of the curriculum. It begins 

with the known, finding out about themselves, their environment and their 

relationships, with the aim of developing both moral and spiritual awareness. 

Children are helped to appreciate what religion is about and make their own 

personal response to it. All children during the school year are involved in 

different work concerned with Harvest, Christmas and Easter. Children at KS1 

also study aspects of major faiths, in particular Judaism. Children at KS2 will 

study elements of most major religions. All religious teaching is devised in 

accordance with the LEA Agreed Syllabus. Parents have the statutory right to 

withdraw children from the teaching of RE. 

RE is concerned with “learning about religion” and “learning from religion” and 

it is not the practice of this school to preach to or convert pupils. The faith 

background of both members of staff and pupil’s family is respected at all 

times. 

Parents of a pupil at our school have a right to withdraw their children from 

Religious Education (RE). If a parent asks for their child to be withdrawn from 

RE, the school must comply unless the request is withdrawn. Any parent who 

wishes to do this must consult the head teacher. Teachers also have the right 

to withdraw from the teaching of RE. In this school, Governors and Staff have 

agreed that pupils may withdraw wholly from RE, not partially withdrawn from 

aspects of the learning or from learning about one of the principal religions. 

 

Vision and values 

RE in school explores the meaning and purpose of life from beginning to end, 

it gives space for reflection and explores the six principal religions and world 

views and how all of that affects personal and social life. It promotes 

understanding, acceptance of others and friendship among communities, 

nations and racial or religious groups. 

Our caring ethos and the value which we place on the development of the 

whole child as well as the contribution to the Spiritual, Moral, Social and 

Cultural Development is included in RE. 



Pupils develop and deep understanding and awareness of their own and 

others identities and a clear sense of what is of real value in the world. Pupils 

learn to respect themselves and others. 

 

 

Why teach RE? 

Most religious beliefs or world views offer answers to life’s deepest questions 

and what it means to be human. Pupils seek answers to those philosophical 

questions as they grown independent skills. 

RE encourages all learners to reflect on their own beliefs and values and to 

acknowledge that others hold beliefs different from their own. 

Religious Education also has the potential to improve a pupil’s employment 

prospects, because it explores and unpacks the key beliefs of a large part of 

the world’s population. In an increasingly global job market, it is important to 

be able to understand and empathise with people of vastly different 

experiences and outlooks who may be future employers, colleagues, 

employees or customers. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

Teaching the RE programme should contribute to pupils’ knowledge and 

understanding and provide opportunities for enquiry and reflection. All 

learning activities must be differentiated and meet the needs of the pupils. 

A variety of learning approaches might include: 

 Discussions and debates 

 Enquiry, investigation and research 

 Exploring artefacts 

 Music 

 Writing 

 Drama and the visual arts 

 Information Technology  

 Visits to places of worship 

 Visitors from main faiths and beliefs 

RE will also be included in cross-curricular themes and dimensions each term. 

Moral questions will be raised and pupils will develop a sense of citizenship 

through many aspects of the explicit RE curriculum. Links will be made with 

people and communities within the borough through History, Geography or 

PSHE. 

Children’s skills in speaking, listening and recording will be enhanced. 

Problem solving, decision making, reflection, enquiring and interpersonal skills 

will be developed. Pupils will learn skills, knowledge and have a deeper 

understanding of the world. 

 

 



Assessment, recording and reporting 

Assessment in RE is seen in its broadest sense and is not limited to 

measurement and testing. Through activities, for example, discussion with 

pupils, group activities, feedback and guiding their work, observing, displaying 

work, asking and answering questions, teachers are continually finding out 

about their pupils’ achievements. At this school, we appreciate that a vital aid 

to learning is for pupils to be actively involved in their own assessment. 

School reports are sent home in the summer term of each year and the RE 

report is written with reference to the records made or pieces of work retained. 

 

Leadership and management 

The RE subject leader manages this area of the curriculum in line with our job 

description for subject leaders and leads a staff meeting each year to review 

the policy and content of the RE programme. The subject lead will hold an 

action plan and a self-evaluation of the teaching of the subject in the school. 

 

The right of withdrawal 

Parents do not have to give reasons for the withdrawal of their children from 

RE. The intention of the law was to enable parents to arrange their own RE, 

rather than that offered by the school. Withdrawal is only from RE and not 

from other areas of the curriculum or when questions related to religion arise 

in other subject areas or incidentally in History or Citizenship. Schools have a 

duty to supervise pupils but no responsibility to provide alternative learning or 

additional teaching and do not incur any additional cost. Pupils will remain on 

school premises. 

In this school, pupils withdrawn from RE will be provided with learning from 

that time by parents in negotiation with the school and will be supervised by 

staff in school. 

 

Policy review 

This policy was adopted by Governors on (Date) and will be reviewed on 

(Date) 

 


