
  

Assembly Resource  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Look at the ‘before’ and ‘after’ pictures and talk about how social media, the internet and 

technology has changed our lives. For each example, talk about which we think we would prefer and 

why. 

Choosing and booking a holiday. 

Finding out about what’s going on in the news. 

Letting others know what you’re up to! 
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KS1 Resource 

   

  

  

Look through the pictures and role play each situation and discuss the kinds of things we might say and how we would behave. How do we act in each one and 
why? 

Buying a bus ticket. 

Being shown how to play a 

new game by an adult we 

don’t know. 

Celebrating the birthday party 

of a younger family member. 

Arguing with your brother or sister. 



 

KS2 Resource 

 

 

  

Read through the details about the new Facebook Messenger version made for children from the KS2 resource. Do we think 

this is a good idea? Why do we think this has been created and what do we think its purpose is? 

 

Source: www.messengerkids.com 

 



 

16th April 2018 

What’s going on this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Facebook, which is the largest social media platform in the world with around 2 billion users, has 

announced that nearly all of its users’ private information without their permission. The creator of 

Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg has been asked to testify and explain the situation by our Prime Minister 

Theresa May. 
Things to talk about at home… 
 

 What do you think are the good things that have come from social media networks like Facebook and 
what do you think are the downfalls? 

 What age do you think children should be allowed to have a social media account and why? 
 What information do we think is acceptable to share somewhere public and what information do you 

think we should we never share online? 
 Adults in your home may remember a time before social media, can they tell you what this was like? 

 



 

 

KS2 Focus 

Question: Are social networks important? Listen, 

think, share 

 Ask children what they know about social media 
networks. What are they used for and talk about 
the age restrictions and why we have them. 

 Cyber bullying is a new phenomenon connected 
with social media. If this type of bullying happens at 
home, whose job is it to keep us safe? Talk about 
why we have rules for the ages you can set up a 
social media account.  

 Read through the details about the new Facebook 
Messenger version made for children from the KS2 
resource. Do we think this is a good idea? Why do 
we think this has been created and what do we 
think its purpose is? 

 As we get older, can we imagine how we will use 
social media? What parts of it do we think work 
well and improve our lives? Can we make a list of 
the pros and cons of social media? E.g. the 
immediate access to information, sharing our 
photos with friends around the world, cyber 
bullying etc. 

 Talk about how in lots of parts of the world they do 
not have computers, tablets or access to the 
internet. Do we think that the world is a better 
place with these things? 

 

Reflection 
Social media is very new, even most of your parents will 

remember a time before it ever existed! It’s important 

to know when and how it should be used to keep us 

safe and happy. 

 

What’s going on this week? 

Facebook, which is the largest social media platform in the 
world with around 2 billion users, has announced that 
nearly all of its users’ private information has been 
accessed without their permission. The creator of 
Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg has been asked to testify and 
explain the situation by our Prime Minister Theresa May.  

Main question: 
How much of our lives should we share with others? 
 

Listen, think, share 
 Ask the children what they know about social media. What 

do we know about the biggest social media network, 
Facebook? Mark Zuckerberg, who is the founder, has been in 
trouble recently as its users’ information has been passed to 
other companies without their permission. Watch the video 
from this week’s useful videos section which explains what 
happens to some of our information when we use social 
media. 

 Are we surprised by how much our information is used when 
people set up a profile on social media? Do any of our older 
siblings or parents use social media? What kinds of things do 
they share and use it for? You need to be 13 to set up a 
Facebook profile, why do we think this is the case? 

 Look at the ‘before’ and ‘after’ pictures from the assembly 
resource and talk about how social media, the internet and 
technology has changed our lives. For each example, talk 
about which we think we would prefer and why. Can you 
think of any other examples? 

 Do we think social media and the internet has made our lives 
better? Can we imagine parts of it that may have made it 
harder? E.g. things like cyber bullying.  As we get older do we 
think we will use social media? Do we think we will limit what 
we share with others? 

Reflection 
Social media has completely changed how we interact with each 

other, meaning that it’s easy to share information about ourselves 

with others from all over the world! This is amazing, but we do 

also need to be careful about who can have access to things we 

may not be so happy to share. 

 

KS1 Focus 

Question: What does being social mean? 

Listen, think, share 

 Write and say the word social for children to 
see. What do we think this word means?  

 Look through the pictures from the KS1 
resource, role play each situation and discuss 
the kinds of things we might say and how we’d 
behave. How do we act in each one and why? 

 How do we talk to different people? Do we 
talk differently to our parents’ adult friends or 
adults in school compared to how we talk to 
our own friends? 

 Talk about different daily interactions we have 
and how we react to them. E.g. when we order 
some food or a drink in a café, what kinds of 
things do you say? How do you greet a close 
family member you may not have seen for a 
while? Explain that these are all examples of 
being social. 

 Discuss how many online sites are similar to 
our real lives but allow us to talk, send photos 
and messages with people online! Discuss how 
this is different from our everyday real lives. 

Reflection 

Being sociable doesn’t mean talking to everyone 

and telling everyone everything! It’s knowing 

when and where it’s ok to share our thoughts and 

how we behave and talk to different people. 



 

 

This Week’s Useful Websites 

 

This week’s news story 

https://bbc.in/2EmDE3S 

History 

www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z2nbgk7 

 

This Week’s Useful Videos 

 

Facebook in the news 

www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/434745

02 

Social media terms and conditions 

www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/414429

01 

 

 

 

KS2 Cross-Curricular Ideas 

English: Look at the list of pros and cons of using social media 

from the KS2 assembly. Ask the children to use them to write 

a discussion text titled ‘Has social media impacted society in 

a positive or negative way?’ 

Maths: Use the internet to find out how many people have 

access to it. Ask the children to look in images, which will 

bring up a range of graphs. Interpret and compare the 

information in the graphs. Encourage the children to ask 

questions and address any problems: large numbers, 

percentage, interpreting etc. Use the opportunity to 

reinforce the fact that if they share something online in a 

public place it could be seen by anyone, anywhere in the 

world. 

Computing: If possible, allow time to explore the use of social 

media in school. Ask the children to look at their school web 

page. Does it link to social media such as Twitter? Set up a 

forum or a class chat and allow children to post their 

opinions about social media and respond to others. This is a 

great way to show children how things written online can be 

interpreted in a different way to what was intended! 

History: Use the link found in the useful websites section to 

look at the history of the internet, world wide web and 

communicating online. 

Art: Show the children some of the logos used in apps. If you 

have iPads in school, you could get them out and use them 

for inspiration. Consider how they use symbols, colour, 

picture etc. Ask the children to design a logo for either an 

existing online game/social media or an imaginary one. 

KS1 

Cross-Curricular Ideas 

 

English: Ask the children to send an email to somebody in 

school e.g. admin, headteacher, another class or a 

governor. This could be done as a whole class, individually 

or in small groups, Ask the children to share what they 

have learned about social media and ask any questions 

they might have. Choose somebody who will reply so they 

can look forward to receiving a response! 

 

Maths: Show the children a range of logos. Ask them to 

describe the patterns and shapes they see. 

 

Computing: Use the opportunity to reinforce internet 

safety and the rules the children must follow at school and 

home to ensure they remain safe and feel comfortable in 

their online world. 

 

Role-play: Set up an area in the classroom which gives 

children an opportunity to explore what an online forum is. 

If your school has a learning platform that the children use 

to blog and comment, allow them to do so or a great way 

to introduce it is using large sheets of paper and post-it 

notes where children can leave comments or emotion 

cards to show how they feel. Discuss things such as: 

playtimes should be made longer, bikes and scooters 

shouldn’t be ridden to school, there should be more PE 

lessons etc. 

 

MFL: Ask the children to greet each other; what do they 



 

British Values 
16th-22nd April 

Rule of Law 
 Social media networks, just like their users, have laws to follow to 

ensure any information that we share is protected to keep us safe. 

However, we must make sure we understand these laws and take 

precautions to keep ourselves safe online. 
 


