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Introduction 
 
This document is a statement of the aims, principle and strategies for the use 
of Computing at Westmoor Primary School. This revised policy was 
developed during the Summer 2019.  
 
Rationale 
 

Computing has become integrated into all aspects of everyday life. Its impact 
on the lives of individuals continues to grow and it is essential that our pupils 
can take advantage of its opportunities and understand its effects. 
Therefore, it is important that pupils in Westmoor Primary School gain the 
appropriate skills, knowledge and understanding to have the confidence and 
capability to use Computing throughout their lives. 
It is the role of the teacher to model and teach Computing skills both 
discreetly and across the curriculum. 
 
Aims 
 

 To provide pupils with opportunities to develop their Computing 
capabilities in all areas specified by the National Curriculum and EYFS 
curriculum. 

 To allow pupils to gain confidence and enjoyment from their Computing 
activities and to develop skills which extend and enhance their learning 
throughout the curriculum. 

 To develop pupils’, parents, staff and Governors awareness of the use 
of all digital devices giving them relevant and meaningful experiences 
using Computing. 

 To use Computing to support problem solving and learning across the 
curriculum. 

 To develop a whole school approach to Computing ensuring continuity 
and progression. 

 To allow children to develop a growing awareness of how Computing is 
used in the world around them and of the benefits that it provides. 

 To develop innovative use of resources across the curriculum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Objectives 
 

These objectives are derived from the aims and guide our decisions in the 
planning of our creative topics and core subjects. They will form the basis for 
evaluation and assessment. 
 

To present the children with opportunities: 
 

 To use Computing with purpose and enjoyment: 

 
- by providing tasks which are interesting and give scope for 

individual responsibility. 
 

 To develop the necessary skills to exploit Computing : 

 
- by ensuring enough access by pupils to become more proficient in 

the basic Computing skills and beyond. 
 

 To become autonomous users of Computing: 

 
- by planning activities which allow children opportunities to apply 

their skills in a variety of different subject contexts. 
 

 To evaluate the benefits of Computing and its impact on society: 

 
- by leading group or class discussion about the benefits and 

limitations of Computing and by creating opportunities to compare 
classroom use of Computing with that in the wider world. 

. 

 To meet the requirement of the National Curriciulum as fully as 
possible and enabling all children to reach the highest standards of 
achievement: 

 
- by intervening, where appropriate, to reinforce an idea or teach a 

new point. By selecting groups where all pupils are equally active 
and involved in the task, and have equal access to the device. 

- By planning activities which allow different levels of achievement or 
incorporate possibilities for extension work. 

 

 To create the atmosphere and levels of resource to encourage all 
members of the school community to learn with Computing: 

 
- by raising the profile of Computing in the school and by providing a 

continuous programme of staff development. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Differentiation and SEN 
 

Pupils with special educational needs will be entitled to the same access to 
Computing as their peers. In planning lessons teachers will identify the 
learning goals for the majority of children as well as extension activities for the 
more able. Consideration will be given to modifying the task, or providing peer 
or adult support, for children with difficulty. It is important to note that pupils 
with learning difficulties may achieve well in Computing and should be given 
every opportunity to provide support for others. 
 
Breadth and Balance 
 
Teachers and support staff will ensure that they understand the skills and 
concepts to be taught and the role of discussion in developing a critical 
awareness of the use of Computing. Teachers will need to plan their work so 
that the National Curriculum skills are taught and that they are practised and 
developed during work in other subjects. 
  
Activities using Computing will be planned to allow for different levels of 
achievement by pupils or to include the possibility of extension work. 
Teachers will be expected to intervene where appropriate to reinforce an idea 
or teach a new point. 
 
Variety 

 
Pupils will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities to learn 
to use Computing and apply these skills in a meaningful context. They will 
also evaluate how Computing is used in everyday life and compare this with 
the way they use it in school through: 

- short directed activities to practise a specific skill 
- activities with a subject context to practise and develop skills 

previously learned 
- open ended activities which allow pupils to choose which tools to 

use or to select from a variety of media 
- whole class discussion to allow reflection on the use of Computing. 

 
Relevance 
 

Work planned for children will be relevant to them and their lives. It will build 
on their existing skills and provide opportunities to develop new ones. 
Wherever possible real data will be used and the use of e-mail and a School 
Blog will be used to link children in other countries and other cultures.  
 
Equal Opportunities 

 
All children are entitled to equal access to all Computing equipment in order to 
develop their personal Computing capability. When children work in groups, 
care will be taken to ensure that all children are active and have equal access 
to the device. Children with a digital device at home are encouraged to use it 



for educational benefit and parents will be offered advice about what is 
appropriate – Please see separate e-safety policy. 
 
Cross Curriculum 
 
Digital devices should be used in varying formats to enrich subject teaching. 
The availability of online resources, subscription to ‘Espresso’, My Maths, 
SPAG.com, Twinkl and Education City and a good range of programs and 
iPad apps ensures good multimedia coverage across the curriculum. All 
subject policies include recommended websites that include online resources, 
planning support and printable resources. Teachers need to ensure that the 
Computing task matches the lesson objectives and will enrich the children’s’ 
learning. We promote the importance of using ICT to research and read 
current information linking to all areas of the curriculum, in addition to using 
programmes to write, read and edit our own text. 
 
Assessment, recording and reporting 
 

Provision will be made for the assessment of and individual's development of 
skills, knowledge and understanding of concepts in relation to Computing 
during the planning stages of children's work. 
Teacher assessments of Computing capability will be recorded through 
Children’s work being uploaded to Seesaw. Staff, Parents and Governors will 
all have access to this. 
 
Racial Equality 
 
Computing is a valuable multimedia resource. Through Computing we intend 
to recognise, support and celebrate children's different cultures and 
languages. During evaluation of resources, teachers need to ensure positive 
images of people from various ethnic groups and their cultural backgrounds. 
‘Espresso’ includes video footage promoting racial equality. Computing can 
play an important part in locating curriculum materials available in languages 
other than English. The Internet, School Blog and e-mail facilities can link 
children to those experiences of different ethnic and cultural backgrounds. 
 
Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural Development 
 

Computing can enhance a programme of cultural education and enable 
children to develop the skills they need to flourish in a multi-cultural setting. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
It is imperative that all electrical equipment is kept in good working order. To 
ensure the health and safety of pupils and staff the following guidelines must 
be adhered to: 

 Pupils should not be allowed to switch on the power at the mains. 

 Equipment should be situated away from water. 

 All plugs, leads and equipment should be checked regularly. 
 



Children are encouraged to close computers down and prepare them for use. 
They have chairs of adjustable height to allow eyes to be level with the top of 
the monitor screen. They are encouraged to sit comfortably and to use both 
hands on the keyboard. 
 
 
The role of the subject manager 
 

The subject manager will work with the school management team to ensure 
implementation of the school’s Computing policy and the Computing School 
Development Plan. The manager will be responsible for monitoring curriculum 
coverage and the quality of teaching and learning. The manager will plan and 
lead the development of all school staff in Computing and provide regular 
reports on the level of resources. 


