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Year 5/6 Autumn 1 - India 
 
Subject Skills and Objectives  

 
Possible  activities  

English 
(Link with 
MFL) 

Grandpa Chatterji by Jamila Gavin and Mei-Yim Low 
 
 
The Arrival By Shaun Tan (See Medium term planning for objectives) 

Letter writing 
Poetry 
 
Questioning (Open and closed questioning) 
Story Writing 
Character development through looking at objects. E.g. 
in my shoes, suitcase 
Adding in speech (How Speech works- when to use 
inverted commas etc) 
Instruction manuals (manual to help the travellers get 
around) 
Letter writing home about new place through the eyes 
of a refuge. 
 

Maths 
enrichment  

Conversion  

Science Topic Specific Skills  
identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or 
refute ideas or arguments. 
 
 describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an 

amphibian, an insect and a bird 

 describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and 

animals. 

General Scientific Skills 

 planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer 

questions, including recognising and controlling variables where 

necessary 

 taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, 

with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings 

 
Pupils might work scientifically by: observing 
and comparing the life cycles of plants and 
animals in their local environment with other 
plants and animals around the world (in the 
rainforest, in the oceans, in desert areas and 
in prehistoric times), asking pertinent 
questions and suggesting reasons for 
similarities and differences.  They might try to 
grow new plants from different parts of the 
parent plant, for example, seeds, stem and 
root cuttings, tubers, bulbs. They might 
observe changes in an animal over a period 
of time (for example, by hatching and rearing 
chicks), comparing how different animals 
reproduce and grow. 
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when appropriate 

 recording data and results of increasing complexity using 

scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter 

graphs, bar and line graphs 

 using test results to make predictions to set up further 

comparative and fair tests 

 reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including 

conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and 

degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as 

displays and other presentations 

 

History   

Geography    

PSHCE   

Computing   

ART Design prints for fabrics and carries out screen printing, Using tie dye and batik. 
Developing an awareness of the natural environment through colour matching. 
Develops experience in embellishing using more advanced stitching and appliqué 
techniques. (taken from progression in art 2014) 
 
 
 
 
Makes imaginative use of the knowledge they have acquired of tools, techniques 
and materials to express own ideas and feelings. (Taken from Progression in art 
2014) 

Making a patchwork hanging for the classroom using 
different techniques from Indian Culture. E.g. tie dye, 
printing, beading, and then quilting their patch and 
sewing them all together to make a class hanging. 
 
 
 
 
Using beads to create an image on a small scale or a 
larger scale as a whole class. 

DT Understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety of ingredients are 
grown, reared, caught and processed. (Taken from NC 2014) 
 
 
 
Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes using a range of 
cooking techniques (Taken from NC 2014) 
 

Children to experience an Indian Banquet where they 
can taste different cooked foods from India and discuss 
where the ingredients have come from and how these 
dishes are made. 
 
Cook an Indian dish of some sort from scratch perhaps 
Coconut Burfi 
http://simpleindianrecipes.com/coconutburfi.aspx 
 

http://simpleindianrecipes.com/coconutburfi.aspx
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PE 
(Link with 
MFL) 

  

Music 
(Link with 
MFL) 

Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of music (Taken from NC 2014) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 

drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians (Take 

from NC 2014) 

 
 

Dragon Scales- Exploring Pentatonic Scales (Unit 
4A in LCP Music Resource file) 
The unit will develop the children’s ability to recognise 
and use pentatonic scales and create short melodies 
and accompaniments. 
Looking at what a pentatonic scale is and how it can be 
used to create a song. (See planning for more detail) 
 
 
 
Friday 3

rd
 October- Tom Embleton in whole day to 

work with Year 5/6. Tom will be working on songs with 
an Indian feel for the day. 
 
 
Charanga: Key stage 2 Freestyle Unit in the 
groove:Bhangra 
Looking at Bhangra Music and singing in that style. 
 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/traditional-
indian-music/10172.html 
Listening to Traditional Indian Music and trying to 
recreate it with instruments. 
 

MFL  Mon ecole et moi ! 
Relevant vocabulary knowledge 
Sentence building 
Noun / adjective agreement 
Subject / verb agreement 

Reading and making school timetables 
Description of subject preferences 
Description of the school day 
Explanation of methods of transport to school 

R.E. To understand the practices and beliefs of another religion 
 

Knowledge :The Hindu celebration of Light (Diwali) 
The relevance of Lakshmi at Diwali  

 
Skills :  art / music / dance 

 

The Rama and Sita story 
Make Diwali lamp holders 

Dance work – Ravanna  and the monkeys  (Good vs 
Evil theme) 
Diwali cards 

Mendhi hand painting 
Making sweets 

Patterns with coloured rice 
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Make Indian music 
Visit to a temple or a Hindu visitor to school 

 
 


