
 

British Values 
14th-20th May 

Rule of Law 
 The Equality Act 2010 is the law that bans 

discrimination and helps achieve equal opportunities in 

the workplace and in wider society. This means people 

with hearing loss must be treated fairly and not 

excluded.   
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Read through Vincent’s story and talk through the difficulties he’s faced in his life and how his dog has helped him. Talk through the 

challenges he faced as a child and how he overcame them. 

 
We were five years old when my twin sister and I were sent away to a boarding school for deaf children. I 

had to wear a large hearing aid strapped to my chest with a harness, and ear moulds made of glass which 

really hurt, I hated them. To stop us using sign language and encourage us to speak we were made to sit 

on our hands. When Mum saw how unhappy we were, she took us away and got us into the local school 

instead. 
Trying to listen at 

school was exhausting 

and took all my 

energy. The teachers 

would criticise my 

speech because it 

wasn’t good enough. It 

was hard to have a 

voice, so I retreated 

into having no voice as 

that felt safer. It was a 

very lonely childhood. 

The day I went for training with Teddy was 

the day my life started. Taking him to the park 

for the first time was such a special moment. 

As soon as I blew the whistle, he came straight 

back to me. I realised my life had changed 

forever and I would never feel alone again. 

From that day on I’ve grown more and more 

confident. I now go into shops – I never did 

that before Teddy. 

When I left school, I had no qualifications and got a job restoring books. It was a 

terrible place. If my boss wanted me to do something he would simply get hold of me 

and manhandle me. It made me ill. I had to leave, I couldn’t work there anymore. 

Teddy has brought me into contact with people 

and I’ve made new friends because of him. No 

one talked to me before I got Teddy. I felt 

invisible. People are kinder to me now. When I 

go into town with Teddy and I say I’m deaf, 

people stay and chat – before they’d have just 

walked away. He’s completely changed my 

world; made it so much better. 



KS1 Resource  

 

  
Look at the different pictures, talk about what is happening in each one and how the different people are communicating without using words. 

A lacrosse sports player. 
A soldier beside a flooded road. 

Snorkelers being asked if they’re ok. A sign language interpreter at a theatre. 



KS2 Resource 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Look through the different examples of the effects of deafness. Talk through each one and think about the small changes people could 

make to help a person who is unable to hear. 

Effects of deafness 
 

Sleep 
Night time can be worrying for people who are unable to 

hear. Because you need to take out all hearing aids before 
you sleep, many deaf people who would usually hear some 

sounds are transported to a totally silent world. For 
example, they are unable to hear to hear outside sounds or 

important noises like alarms. 

Feeling safe 
We take for granted that sounds are often relied on to provide 
important information. For example, announcements in train 

stations, airports and shops as well as warning sirens from 
emergency vehicles or fire alarms. 

Loneliness  
Hearing loss can take people away from conversations with 
others. Our lives revolve around interaction and community 

support, and deafness can make this very difficult. 

Tinnitus  
Tinnitus is a sound that 
comes from within the 

ear. There is a strong link 
between tinnitus and 

hearing loss. People can 
experience tinnitus in 

different ways. Some may 
hear buzzing, humming, 

grinding or whistling. 
These sounds can be 

constant or irregular and 
irritating and even painful 

at times. 

Low confidence 
Hearing loss often means people 

are excluded from activities or 
miss out on interactions as they 

are unable to join in with 
conversations and take part in 

some social situations. 
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What’s going on this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Deaf Awareness Week is held this year on the 14th-20th May and the theme for the week is 

‘Connect and Communicate’. Many events to raise awareness have taken place including several 

Great British Dog Walks, charity dog walks in aid of Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. Countdown 

Presenter Rachel Riley took part in one held at Savill Gardens, Windsor Great Park. 

Things to talk about at home… 
 

 What do you think you would find hardest about being unable to hear? 

 Can you list the ways your life would be different if you were deaf or hard of hearing? 

 Do you think more should be done to help people who are unable to hear? If so what kinds of 

things could be done? E.g. more signs, information to help those who can hear communicate. 

 Guide Dogs are often connected with people who are unable to see. In what ways do you think 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

  



 

 



 



 

 

KS2 Focus 

Question: 

Should we do more to help people who 

can’t hear? 

Listen, think, share 

 Ask the children if they have experience or know 

anyone who is deaf or hearing impaired. How are their 

lives different from ours? 

 Talk through some of our usual activities e.g. 

playing football, gymnastics, watching TV. Discuss how 

being deaf would affect how we access all of these. Talk 

about how sometimes during children’s TV 

programmes, they have a sign language interpreter 

although most other programmes don’t. Do you think 

sign language should be something that’s included on 

all TV programmes?   

 Can you tell if someone is deaf? The answer to this 

is usually no and people who are deaf might sometimes 

feel lonely or ignored as people don’t realise.  What 

kind of things might we do to include and engage 

someone who may struggle to hear you? Talk about 

things like, using your hands, speaking clearly if they are 

able to lip read, making sure you have their attention.  

 Look through the different examples of the effects 

of deafness from the KS2 resource. Talk through each 

one and think about the small changes people could do 

to help a person who is unable to hear. 

 

Reflection 

 

What’s going on this week? 

Deaf Awareness Week is held this year on the 14th-20th May 

and the theme for the week is ‘Connect and Communicate’. 

Many events to raise awareness have taken place including 

several Great British Dog Walks, charity dog walks in aid of 

Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. Countdown Presenter, Rachel 

Riley, took part in one held at Savill Gardens, Windsor Great 

Park at the end of April. 

Main question: 

How might our lives be different if we were unable to 

hear? 
 

Listen, think, share 

 Look at the poster image and explain that the lady in the 

image is a TV presenter called Rachel Riley. She recently took 

part in a charity dog walk. Who do you think the dogs are 

helping? Talk about how often dogs are used to help people 

who are unable to see but these dogs are used to help people 

who can’t hear.  

 Talk though our daily lives and think about all the times 

that our hearing is important. What difficulties would we 

encounter if we couldn’t hear? Watch the video from useful 

videos overleaf and discuss all the ways that the dogs help the 

different people. Why do you think so many people decided 

to go on the sponsored dog walk? Do you think that big 

events raising awareness can help to make others understand 

a situation better? 

 Explain that as well as alerting their owners to important 

sounds, hearing dogs can offer a lot more support.  Deafness 

can be a very lonely condition. A hearing dog can give a deaf 

person a sense of independence and confidence with a 

trustworthy companion, who can hear for their owner. Read 

through Vincent’s story from the assembly resource. Talk 

through the difficulties he’s faced in his life and how his dog 

has helped him. Talk through the challenges he faced as a 

child and how he overcame them. 

 

Reflection 

KS1 Focus 

Question: 

How do people who can’t hear communicate? Listen, 

think, share 

 Tell the children that we have 5 senses. Does 

anyone know what these are? Talk through each sense 

and why they are important in our daily lives. 

 Explain that this week is Deaf Awareness Week. 

What does it mean if someone is deaf? Talk about how 

our lives would be different if we were unable to hear. 

What would we find hard? 

 Ask what we mean when we talk about 

‘communication’, discuss the different ways we interact 

with one another, e.g. talking, messaging and even 

smiling! Can we think of anymore? Explain how not all 

our communicating is done through words! 

 Look at the different pictures from the KS1 

resource. Talk about what is happening in each one and 

how the different people are communicating without 

using words. 

 Does anyone know how people, who are unable to 

hear, communicate? Talk about the role of lip reading 

and sign language and watch the sign language video 

found in the useful videos overleaf. 

Reflection 

For some people, who are unable to hear, rather than 

using words to speak, they will communicate using 

different ways. They may be able to read your lips or 

use sign language. It’s important we are aware and help 

people who don’t communicate in the same ways as we 

do. 



 

This Week’s Useful Websites 

 

This week’s news story 

http://bit.ly/2IjfL37 

 

Maths 

https://nrich.maths.org/6499 

 

This Week’s Useful Videos 

 

The walkers helping to provide hearing 

dogs for deaf people 

http://bit.ly/2HU6JKz 

Communicating with sign language 

https://bbc.in/2HWLCY2 

 

KS2 Cross-Curricular Ideas 

English: Using all of the assembly resources and any 

other information and statistics the children can gather, 

using secondary sources of information, ask the 

children to plan and write an argument with the title 

‘Should we do more to help people who can’t hear?’. 

Maths: Explain that Rachel Riley, who took part in the 

charity dog walk, is a presenter and mathematician. She 

currently co-presents Countdown. Ask the children if 

they are familiar with the maths challenge from 

Countdown? Explain and then play it. You may find the 

link found in ‘This Week’s Useful Websites’ section 

helpful. 

Science: Identify how sounds are made. Discuss how 

sound is made through vibrations travelling through a 

medium to the ear. Show the children a picture of the 

inside of the ear and explain the function of each part. 

PE: OAA – ask the children to complete a range of 

challenges in teams such as organising themselves in 

height order, alphabetic order, age order, getting their 

team from one side of the hall/playground without 

touching the floor and using only two mats, finding an 

object that begins with the same letter as the first letter 

of each group members name etc. They must complete 

these challenges in silence. Discuss how they 

communicated with each other and whether they 

found it hard or not. Try the challenges allowing the 

children to speak and compare. 

Art: Consider the importance of facial expression when 

speaking to someone who can’t hear. Photograph 

different expressions to show different emotions. Print 

them then ask the children to create a photo collage 

using them. 

 

KS1 Cross-Curricular Ideas 
English: Ask the children to block their ears as you read 

them a story (or read it without noise). Ask them how it 

feels to not be able to hear the words? Record 

vocabulary. Does it make the story less enjoyable? Read 

the story again, this time, so the children can hear it. 

How did they feel this time? Record vocabulary. Ask the 

children to write a sentence about how it felt each time 

the story was read. 

Maths: Set up a simple route in the classroom using 

tables or cones. Ask the children to give you directions 

around the route using language such as right, left, 

quarter turn, half turn, whole turn etc. They can record 

these. Repeat, only this time they have to give you the 

directions without speaking as you cannot hear. Think 

about how they used hand gestures and facial 

expressions to give the instructions. Ask them to set 

their own course and try the above with a partner or 

group. 

Science: Re-cap KS1 assembly focussing on the senses. 

Ask the children to name the parts of the body 

associated with each sense. 

Role-play: Ask the children to explore what it would be 

like without being able to see, hear or smell. Provide 

blindfold and ear defenders or ask them to close their 

eyes, cover their ears, hold their nose whilst they play 

and explore. Ask them to describe how they felt. Did 

they need help? 

History: Show the children a picture of Ludwig van 

Beethoven. Explain he is a very famous Germen 

composer who was born in 1770 and died in 1827. If 

possible, play the children some of his compositions. 

Explain that he gradually became deaf but still 

continued to compose. 

 


