
                     
                     
                     
                     
                      
 

 

  

British Values 
19th-25th November 

Individual Liberty 

What we do with the things in our care 

is our responsibility. Things that may 

seem old or even broken, may be 

repairable or of great use to someone 

else. 



Assembly Resource  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Read through the ideas to help us reduce how much we throw away. Which do we think would work best? Can you think of any other ideas? 

Nearly 22 million small pieces of furniture, more than 11,000 bicycles and over 

28 million toys are binned in the UK every year after they become damaged, a 

study by North London Waste Authority (NWLA) says. 

Repair cafes  

In London, a series of "repair cafes" 

have been set up to encourage people 

to think before they throw. 

The clinics will give expert advice to 

people who want to learn how to 

repair their possessions, with a focus 

on textiles, furniture and bicycle repair. 

Detectives for throwaway fashion 

Kaisa Karjalainen, works for the “learning 

wardrobe”. Schoolchildren come here to learn how 

to investigate the quality of clothes. 

If the makers have invested in sewing neat seams or 

carefully stiffening a collar, they are also likely to 

have also used good quality cloth. 

“Over recent years we have really noticed an 

increase in throwaway fashion,” she says. 

"It’s difficult to find clothes that last more than a 

few washes – we have to put more clothes into the 

bin because they are so badly worn out.” 

We should all learn to look for better quality 

clothes. 

Online help 

Even simple repairs, like 

changing a battery in a 

mobile phone, can seem 

daunting when you’ve never 

attempted it before – and 

especially when the 

manufacturer doesn’t provide 

any instructions. Moreover, 

not everyone has access to a 

repair cafe like those set up 

by Restart. To address this 

problem, iFixit offers free 

online guides to fix a huge 

variety of objects. On the 

company’s website, you can 

find guides for phones, 

tablets, PCs and Macs, 

cameras, cars and more, 

covering a huge range of 

brands, makes and issues. 

Second-hand shops 

Shops that can repair electrical goods, 

upcycle some items with their own 

brand label, bringing new life into 

other people’s throwaway items. 



KS1 Resource 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at each of the items. For each one, talk about if it is repairable, who could repair it and if it can’t be repaired, what should happen to it? 

Mobile phone with a cracked 

screen. 

A broken plate. 

A cracked pipe. 

Reading glasses with a 

broken arm. 

A jumper with a hole. 



 

KS2 Resource 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Read through each of the comments. For each one, talk about what point they are making and if we agree with them. 

I understand why people get a new 

mobile phone every few years, the 

technology changes so quickly! One 

of the features of mobile phone 

culture is novelty. People want the 

latest mobile, and there's enough 

innovation in them to justify 

upgrades. 

Reducing the use of pointless plastics is a priority – 

there is just too much plastic currently being made. 

Most importantly, we need to produce and use much 

less plastic. Our fast-moving disposable society means 

that we are using more single-use things than ever, so 

we need to rethink how we consume. It’s all of our 

responsibility. 

We buy things for a certain period of time and when 

it breaks, because we've lost the skills to fix things, 

we just throw those items away and it's just easier 

and more convenient to just go and buy a 

replacement. We need to take time to learn how to 

repair things, or to find another use, we have finite 

resources in this world. 

Our lives are so busy, and we hardly have any 

time to fix and mend things. Also, the cost of 

things, to buy high quality is just very 

expensive. I have a big family and I can’t afford 

to pay for the best of everything. 

Paul, technology 

worker 

Hugo Tagholm, chief executive at environmental 

charity Surfers Against Sewage 

Clyde Loakes from the North London Waste Authority  

Jenny, mum of 4 young 

children. 



 

 

  A study sponsored by Sainsbury’s and Oxfam has calculated that more than 235 million 

articles of clothing were sent to landfill annually. Discarded clothing has been one of the 

fastest-growing sources of British waste over the past decade. The UK has had to more than 

double its domestic waste capacity since 2010 from 6.3 million tonnes to 13.5 million 

tonnes. 

In London, a series of "repair cafes" have been set up to encourage people to think before 

they throw. 
Things to talk about at home… 
 

 Make a list of everything you throw out in one day. Is it more than you thought? 
 Do you think we should cut back on packaging, do all toys need to be in boxes? 
 When a toy or something in your house breaks, what happens to it? 



  

 

KS2 Focus 

Question: 

Should more things be built to last? 

 

Listen, think, share 

 Write the phrase ‘built to last’ for children 
to see. Talk about what we think this means 
and share our ideas. 

 Can we think of examples of things that 
have been built to last e.g. a Cathedral, 
wooden table, expensive watch and things 
that were not made to last e.g. light bulb, 
paper cup etc. Talk about why we think 
some things are made to last longer than 
other things. Discuss reasons like 
convenience, or if we are travelling or 
because of the cost. Often things that are 
made from things that are durable will cost 
more money. 

 Talk about technology, as it is changing so 
quickly often people will replace things like 
TVs, iPads, phones or games consoles even 
if their old one wasn’t broken. Do we think 
this is ok? Or should people keep using 
them? If they do break, should they be 
repaired before being replaced? 

 Look through the different comments from 
the KS2 resource. For each one, talk about 
what point they are making and if we agree 
with them. 

Reflection 
With fashions and technology changing so 
quickly, it’s easy to replace old items without 
giving them a second thought. It’s important to 

 

What’s going on this week? 

A study sponsored by Sainsbury’s and Oxfam has 
calculated that more than 235 million articles of 
clothing were sent to landfill annually. Discarded 
clothing has been one of the fastest-growing sources 
of British waste over the past decade. People in the 
UK also throw away around 295 billion pieces of 
plastic every year, much of which is single-use and 
cannot be recycled. 

Main question: 
Have we become a throwaway society? 

 

Listen, think, share 
 Look at the poster and talk about what we can see. 

Talk about how much rubbish is thrown away 
every year. Do we think we perhaps throw things 
away too easily?  

 Watch the useful video (first 2 mins) from the link 
overleaf and talk about the things we throw away.  

 Discuss the questions: Can we remember the last 
time we took something to be repaired? What 
happens to our clothes when we grow out of them? 
What do we do with our old toys? 

 Have we ever spoken to grandparents or someone 
much older than us about how things used to be 
different? Do we think they threw away less then? 
Why do we think this might have been the case? 

 Read through the assembly resource and talk 
about each idea to help us reduce how much we 
throw away. Which ideas do we think would work 
best? 

 Can we think of any examples of things that could 
be improved to make it easier for us all to waste 
less e.g. more second-hand shops, less unnecessary 
packaging, more access to refillable drink stations 
etc. Do we think it is the shops’ responsibility as 
much as our own to ensure that we reduce our 
waste? 
 

Reflection 
It’s important to be aware of the choices we make and 

how they impact on the waste we produce. We can 

 

KS1 Focus 

Question: 

Should we try to fix everything that breaks? 

 

Listen, think, share 

 Ask the children to think of the last time 
something broke. This could be a toy, or 
an electrical item like a kettle. Talk about 
how sometimes we might break things by 
accident, other times, things might break 
because we have used them so much! Did 
we fix it? Why or why didn’t we fix it? Was 
it something that could be fixed?  

 Talk about things that can’t be fixed. Can 
we make a list? E.g. a light bulb, mirror 
etc. What should happen to these things? 
Explain that there are somethings that 
will need to go into the bin. 

 Talk about why we think we sometimes 
throw things away instead of trying to 
repair them? Perhaps because we don’t 
have time to spend repairing it or because 
we don’t know how. 

 Look at each of the items from the KS1 
resource. For each one, talk about if it is 
repairable, who could repair it and if it 
can’t be repaired, what should happen to 
it? 

 

Reflection 

When something breaks, sometimes it seems 



 

 

 

This Week’s Useful Websites  

 

This week’s news story 

news.sky.com/story/we-throw-

away-millions-of-items-that-could-

be-repaired-11544441  

 

 

This Week’s Useful Videos 

 

News story clip 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMu96

4d_dXY 

 

 

 

KS2 Follow-up Ideas 

 

Option 1: Write the heading - Modern technology: 

replace or not? Ask the children to discuss their 

opinions thinking about the following: 

 How important is modern technology in 
your family – mobile phones, games 
consoles? 

 If items are upgraded, what happens to 
the old ones? 

 Do people need the latest versions or do 
you think they just want them? 

Split the board into two columns with headings 

‘Replace’ and ‘Do not replace’. Ask the children to 

add ideas discussed into the correct section. Use 

the points to create a discussion text. Follow the 

basic structure of introduction, points supporting 

replace, points supporting do not replace and a 

conclusion. 

----------------------------------------------------------------

------ 

Option 2:  In the past, there was a time when 

clothes would not have been thrown away. 

 Why do you think this is? 
 What do you think people did with them? 

Explain that clothes were not as cheap as they are 

to buy now and so they would be passed on to 

siblings or other family members or fixed. If they 

couldn’t be fixed, the material would be used to 

make something else. If it was so worn, it might be 

used as a cloth for cleaning or polishing. 

KS1 Follow-up Ideas 

 

Option 1: Ask the children to think about the toys 

they have at home. Discuss the following 

questions: 

 Do you have some toys you play with 
more than others? 

 What happens to toys that get broken? 
 What happens to toys that you get in 

party bags or from McDonalds? 
 What happens to the toys you no longer 

play with? 
Ask the children to think about what they might 

say to someone who throws away broken or 

unwanted toys to try to stop them from doing it 

e.g. don’t throw away your toys, try to fix them or 

send your unwanted toys to charity. Ask the 

children to record their ideas on a poster. Include 

relevant annotations. You could display the 

posters around school or send them home to 

persuade parents to think about what they do 

with broken or unwanted toys. 

----------------------------------------------------------------

------ 

Option 2: Write ‘Yes, No, Sometimes, I don’t 

know’ along the bottom of your whiteboard. Give 

each child a post-it note. Ask them to choose one 

of the responses for the following question: 

 Do you throwaway broken toys? 
Ask them to place their post-it in the correct 

response. 



 

 

  



 

  

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 


