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Design Technology Policy 
 
Introduction 
 
Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. It 
prepares pupils to participate in tomorrow’s rapidly changing technologies. 
They learn to think and intervene creatively to improve quality of life. The 
subject calls for pupils to become autonomous and creative problem solvers, 
as individuals and members of a team. Pupils acquire a broad range of 
subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as mathematics, science, 
engineering, computing and art. They must look for needs, wants and 
opportunities and respond to them by developing a range of ideas and making 
products and systems. They combine practical skills with an understanding of 
aesthetics, social and environmental issues, function and industrial practices.  
As they do so, they reflect on and evaluate present and past design and 
technology, its uses and effects. Through design and technology, all pupils 
can become discriminating and informed users of products, and become 
innovators; contributing to the creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of the 
nation.  
 
Aims 
 

 to develop imaginative thinking in children and to enable them to talk 
about what they like and dislike when designing and making; 

 to enable children to talk about how things work, and to draw and 
model their ideas; 

 to encourage children to select appropriate tools and techniques for 
making a product, whilst following safe procedures; 

 to explore attitudes towards the made world and how we live and work 
within it, to develop an understanding of technological processes, 
products, and their manufacture, and their contribution to our society; 

 to foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making; 

 To critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of 
others; 

 understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook. 

Differentiation 

During whole class teaching, questioning techniques are adapted to enable 
children with either learning difficulties or outstanding strengths to make a 
positive contribution. Group activities will reflect the varying ability levels, 
either in tasks set or in expectation of outcome. Classroom support can be 
used, when available, for those with special needs whether it is for Special 
Needs or Gifted and Talented children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Equality of Opportunity 
 
All children should have equal access to the design technology curriculum.  
We recognise the fact that there are children of differing abilities in all classes.  
We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the 
challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  We achieve this through a 
range of strategies: 

 setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of 
results; 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty, challenging the more able children; 

 grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group; 

 providing a range of challenges through the provision of different 
resources;  

 using additional adults to support the work of individual children or 
small groups. 

 
Assessment and Recording  
 
We believe that assessment is an integral part of the process of teaching and 
is essential to a sound teaching strategy. It allows us to detect and diagnose 
learning difficulties, as well, acknowledge those children who hold a deeper 
understanding of the topic and adjust our lessons accordingly. 
Assessment for learning involves using assessment in the classroom to raise 
pupils’ achievement. It is based on the idea that pupils will improve most if 
they understand the aim of their learning, where they are in relation to this aim 
and how they can achieve the aim (or close the gap in their knowledge). 

Effective assessment for learning happens all the time in the classroom. It 
involves: 

 sharing learning goals with pupils  
 helping pupils know and recognise the standards to aim for  
 providing feedback that helps pupils to identify how to improve  
 believing that every pupil can improve in comparison with previous 

achievements  
 both the teacher and pupils reviewing and reflecting on pupils' 

performance and progress 
 pupils learning self-assessment techniques to discover areas they 

need to improve  
 recognising that both motivation and self-esteem, crucial for effective 

learning and progress, can be increased by effective assessment 
techniques. 

All staff in Westmoor Primary follow the Assessment for Learning approach in 
their daily practice. Formative assessment of a child’s progress is made 
throughout the teaching of any particular unit of work. This may not 
necessarily be formally recorded but could result in changes to the prepared 
plans. It also shows us if our teaching is purposeful and effective. The most 
important purpose of assessment is to give us information, which will help us 
improve pupils learning. Incorporating the Assessment for Learning strategies 
into our teaching allows the children to assess their own progress and discuss 
their learning with a talking partner. Staff use their medium term plans and DT 
key skills document to identify which skills will be taught each term, ensuring 
there is a broad coverage across the 2 year cycle. The coverage is then 
reviewed, within phases, to discuss the pace and progress made throughout 
the topic. 



The design technology subject leader completes a curriculum stroll and 
subject portfolio every year to gain a deeper understanding of the subject 
throughout the school. 

Resources 

Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of design 
and technology across the school. Classrooms have a range of basic 
resources, with the more specialised equipment being kept in the design and 
technology store. This room is only accessible to adults.  

Health and safety 

The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this subject. 
We teach children how to follow proper procedures for food safety and 
hygiene. 

SEN  
 
Children with special educational needs will be recognised and will follow the 
National Curriculum Programmes of Study through work schemes that 
promote the child’s development and self-esteem. 
 
Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural Development 
 
Pupils at Westmoor Primary School are encouraged to have a developing 
awareness and respect for their own cultures and beliefs and those of other 
people. All pupils will experience a wide range of activities that encourage a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of other cultures.  Through the 
teaching of design technology children will learn to appreciate different 
cultures’ needs and requirements and how they differ throughout the world.  
Teachers provide information that helps children to understand diversity of 
human society and to foster positive attitudes towards all people. 

 
Key Skills and Knowledge 
 
Westmoor Primary sets out progressive key skills and knowledge that are 
addressed in each key stage. This allows the teacher to then select a theme 
as a vehicle to deliver key objectives from National Curriculum.  

Monitoring and review 

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of 
teaching in design and technology is the responsibility of the design and 
technology subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves 
supporting colleagues in the teaching of design and technology, being 
informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic 
lead and direction for the subject in the school.  

Review 

The Design Technology policy will be reviewed on a 2 yearly cycle. 

 

 


