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Year 5/6 Autumn  – Is the Sky the Limit? 
 

Subject Skills and Objectives  
 

Possible  activities  

English 
 

Y5 & Y6  Narrative & Recount 
 
 
 

Reading Lighter than Air by Matthew Clark Smith 
and active research on Amelia Earhart 
 
 

Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Scientific Skills 

 planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer 

questions, including recognising and controlling variables 

where necessary 

 taking measurements, using a range of scientific 

equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking 

repeat readings when appropriate 

 recording data and results of increasing complexity using 

scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, 

scatter graphs, bar and line graphs 

 using test results to make predictions to set up further 

comparative and fair tests 

 reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including 

conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and 

degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as 

displays and other presentations 

 

 

Earth & Space 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 describe the movement of the Earth, and 

other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar 

system 

 describe the movement of the Moon relative 

to the Earth 

 describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as 

approximately spherical bodies 

 use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain 
day and night and the apparent movement 
of the sun across the sky. 

 
Light 
 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 recognise that light appears to travel in straight 

lines 

 use the idea that light travels in straight lines to 

explain that objects are seen because they give 

out or reflect light into the eye 
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 explain that we see things because light travels 

from light sources to our eyes or from light 

sources to objects and then to our eyes 

 use the idea that light travels in straight lines to 

explain why shadows have the same shape as 

the objects that cast them. 

Geography  
 

Locational knowledge 
 name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human 

and physical characteristics, key topographical features 

(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-

use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 

have changed over time 

Human and physical geography 
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied 

 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid 

references, symbols and key (including the use of 

Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and the wider world 

 To look at the local area and expand the pupils’ 

knowledge from their home town to regional and 

National geographical features. 
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 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the 

human and physical features in the local area using a 

range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital technologies. 

 

PSHCE How to keep safe 

 at home 

 at school 

 in the wider community 
Road safety 
Developing own sense of personal responsibility 
 

Through a wide variety of stimuli, identify common 
causes of accidents and a list of strategies to avoid 
them. 
 
Group discussions and presentations 

Computing  

Pupils will be taught to: 

 design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific 

goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems; 

solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts 

 use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work 

with variables and various forms of input and output 

 use logical reasoning to explain how some simple 

algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in 

algorithms and programs 

 

 
 
Designing a computing game  
 
Using Lego Wedo 

ART Pupils will be taught: 

 to carry out pencil sketches to record their observations 

and use them to review and revisit ideas 

 
 
To focus on Landscapes through observations and 
by looking at, drawing and painting in the style of 
local and historical artists.  
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 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, 

including drawing and painting [for example, pencil, 

charcoal and paint] 

 about great artists in history. 

 

DT Understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety of 
ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed.  
 
Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes 
using a range of cooking techniques  
 
Understand how key events and individuals in design and 
technology have helped shape the world. 

Look at rationing during WW2 and discuss and 
taste food that there would have been available. 
 
Plan and make a WW2 meal using the available 
rations. 
 

PE 
 

Through the topic of Flight pupils will be taught to: 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

through gymnastics 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and 

demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best. 

Through the topics of Rugby and Hockey the pupils will be 

taught to: 

 Use throwing and catching in isolation and combination 

 Play competitive games 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation 

and in combination 

 play competitive games, modified where appropriate [for 

 Balance on different body parts 

 Develop the balances into a sequence 

 Use apparatus to support and develop the 

difficulty and skill of the sequence 

 To work co-operatively with others 

 To identify good practice and areas for 

development in their own performance and that 

of others. 
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example, badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, 

netball, rounders and tennis], and apply basic principles 

suitable for attacking and defending 

 develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

[for example, through athletics and gymnastics] 

 take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges 

both individually and within a team 

 compare their performances with previous ones and 

demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best. 

 
Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music 
 

Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using 

the inter-related dimensions of music 

Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live 

and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from 

great composers and musicians 

Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 

To learn regional and National songs 
 
Composition work on their own song to represent 
their local area. 

MFL  Qu’est-ce Que Tu Veux? 
Relevant vocabulary knowledge 
Sentence building 
Noun / adjective agreement 
Subject / verb agreement 
 

Ordering food and drinks 
Description of food preferences 
Revision of numbers 
General conversation 

R.E. To understand the practices and beliefs of another religion 
 

Hinduism – worship, family and symbols 
Christianity 

 

 
 
Layout of a Hindu Temple 
Mendhi hand painting 
Patterns with coloured rice 
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Revision of the Easter Story 

 


