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Read through and discuss the 

information.  

I would like to be a vet 

when I grow up, so I can 

help animals. 

Some people hold views about 

which jobs are ‘for’ women and 

which are ‘for’ men. Do you think 

this is fair?  

The information above shows different genders and the percentages of different jobs they hold in 

the UK. Are you surprised by any of the information? Why do you think there is such a high divide 

with some of the jobs? Do you think this is likely to change? 

Scientists conducting the 

world’s largest study of 

gender differences in the 

brain have recently found 

men were more likely to 

prefer “things” and 

“systems”, while women 

were more interested in 

people and emotions.  

 

What would you like to do when you grow 

up? What experiences in your life do you 

think might have influenced that choice? 

Do you think this 

affects the jobs 

people choose? 

 

Nursery 

nurse 

workers 

100% Male workers 100% Female workers 

Travel agent 

Midwife 

Firefighters 

Mechanic  

Shop worker 

Construction 

workers 
IT worker 

Beautician 

Farmer Hairdresser 

Information taken from: Family Inequality  



KS1 Resource 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read through the information about the people below. Try to match up the people with the job they’d suit best. Why did you choose that particular job for 
that person? Did if matter if they were a boy or a girl? Why? 

A doctor – helps 

make people better. 

A firefighter – helps 

put out fires and 

helps people if they 

are trapped. 

A magician – presents 

magic shows in front 

of lots of people. 

A teacher – works 

in schools teaching 

young people. 

John has lots of young cousins. He loves 

spending his time explaining things to them 

and helping them with their homework.  

Mary loves finding ways to help people 

feel better when they are not feeling 

very well.  

Mark loves standing up in front of people! 

He loves making people laugh, smile or be 

surprised! 

Kate is very active and brave! She loves 

taking part in sport and plays rugby. 



 

KS2 Resource 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Look through and discuss the different thoughts. Do you agree with them? Why? 

Only girls can wear 

pink… 

Ladies can be 

scientists, 

mechanics and 

builders – and they 

can be as good as 

men. 

Girls and boys can’t 

be friends. They’re 

just too different. 

I think girls and boys should 

play in mixed sports teams, 

then it’s fair. 

Why can’t boys play 

with dolls? I think 

they should. 

I think some toys are 

designed for girls and 

other toys for boys. 

You can tell by the 

packaging because it is 

coloured differently. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Scientists conducting the world’s largest study of gender differences in the brain have 

recently found men were more likely to prefer “things” and “systems”, while women 

were more interested in people and emotions.  

It is a heavily debated issue as to why some jobs in areas such as engineering or 

construction are mainly chosen by men, and others such as beauty and caring 

professions, are mainly chosen by women. 

Things to talk about at home… 

 It’s often thought that men and women think differently, do you think this is 
true? Why? 

 Do you think some jobs are better suited to men and others to women or do you 
think that this is old-fashioned? 

 Do you think older people have different views about this to you? Why do you 
think this might be the case? 



  

 

KS2 Focus 

Question: 

Do girls and boys think differently? 

 

Listen, think, share 

 Write the words ‘girl’ and ‘boy’ for children 
to see. Independently and on whiteboards 
ask the children to create a mind map with 
all their thoughts about the differences 
between girls and boys. Now, turn this into 
a Venn diagram, or include a list in the 
middle thinking about all the things that are 
the same.  

 Do we think it is fair to say that girls and 
boys think differently? Or would it be fairer 
to say that everyone thinks differently? 
Should we generalise? 

 Can you notice differences between girls 
and boys? If you think about your own 
experiences, can you think of any times 
someone might have used certain words or 
phrases or expected you to play with 
certain toys or take part in activities – was 
this ever because of your gender? Do you 
think things like colours should be 
associated with gender? How much of this 
do you think is taught and how much do 
you think is already built within us? 

 Read through the KS2 resource and discuss 
the different thoughts. Do you agree with 
what they are saying? Why? 

Reflection 
We all have our own minds! Lots of things will 
influence our thoughts including our friends, 

 

What’s going on this week? 

Scientists conducting the world’s largest study of 
gender differences in the brain have recently found 
men were more likely to prefer “things” and 
“systems”, while women were more interested in 
people and emotions. It is a heavily debated issue as 
to why some jobs in areas such as engineering or 
construction are mainly chosen by men, and others 
such as beauty and caring professions, are mainly 
chosen by women. 
 

Main question: 
Does your gender affect the job you choose? 

 

Listen, think, share 
 Look at the poster and talk about what we can 

see. Explain that new research from scientists 
has found that women and men do think 
differently overall. Do we think this research 
should have any impact on the jobs people do, 
why? 

 Are there any jobs we think are better suited to 
different types of people? What are they and 
why? 

 Do you agree or disagree that some jobs are 
‘men’s jobs’ and others are ‘women’s jobs’? 
Why? 

 Watch this week’s video found in useful videos 
(overleaf). Do the children’s drawing surprise 
us? Why? Read through and discuss the 
information found in the assembly resource. 

 Professions such as firefighters and many 
science jobs try to encourage more females to 
apply and often places like nurseries, encourage 
more males to apply – do you think that they 
should do this? Why do you think these jobs 
aren’t fairly represented by both genders? 

Reflection 
Many different factors make us who we are! Where 

we are from, our family and what we believe will all 

influence the adult we become. We must also 

 

KS1 Focus 

Question: 

When you grow up, how do you know which 

job you should choose? 

 

Listen, think, share 

 Ask the children to make a list of different 
jobs. Talk about if we think it’s fair to say 
that some jobs are for women and others 
are for men. Talk about how all jobs are 
for everyone!  

 What jobs might we like to have when we 
grow up? Why do we think we would like 
to do these jobs? Make a list of reasons. 
This could be because we like being 
active, our parents do the job or because 
we want to be able to help others. 

 Read through the information about the 
people below. Try to match up the people 
with the job they’d suit best. Why did you 
choose that particular job for that person? 
Did it matter if they were a boy or a girl? 
Why?  

 Talk about how our personalities and our 
preferences are more important when we 
think about the job we might like to do 
when we grow up. 

 

Reflection 

There are so many different types of jobs that 

we could do! Some jobs we may prefer to do 



 

 

 

This Week’s Useful Websites  

 

This week’s news story 

rt.com/uk/443854-sex-difference-

study-gender  

 

 

 

 

This Week’s Useful Videos 

 

Genders and jobs 

adage.com/creativity/work/redraw-

balance/45935 

 

 

KS2 Follow-up Ideas 

Option 1: Ask the children to create a list of 

things about themselves using the questions 

below: 

 What sports/hobbies do you enjoy? 
 What is your favourite colour? 
 What four words would you use to 

describe your personality? 
 Do you identify with a gender? 
 What subjects do you enjoy? 

Share and magpie ideas. Use their ideas to create 

a poem with the title ‘I am’. E.g. I am a footballer; 

darting rapidly up the wing, I am kind; my friends 

come to me when they need a listening ear, I am a 

reader; books follow me where ever I go etc. If 

they identify with a gender finish their poem with 

‘I am a girl/boy and I am me’. Challenge the 

children to include personification and other 

literary techniques in their poem. Share poems 

anonymously and think about the following 

 Did you know if it was a girl or boy 
writing the poem before the end? 

 Should we have known if it was a girl or 
boy writing before the end? 

----------------------------------------------------------------

------ 

Option 2:  Set out three pitches for children to 

play one of the invasion games hockey, netball or 

football. Ask children to choose which game they 

would prefer to play and explain that they cannot 

swap. Ask them to split themselves into teams and 

allow them to play for 15 minutes. Afterwards 

think about and discuss the following: 

KS1 Follow-up Ideas 

Option 1: Ask the children to think about their 

favourite toy or a toy they would love to have 

(maybe what they’d like to receive as a present!). 

With a talk partner, describe their toy thinking 

about the following: 

 What does it look like? 
 What does it do? 
 How does it work? 
 What colour is it? 

Ask the children to use words and sentences to 

write about their toy. Share and discuss further 

using the questions below: 

 Stand up if your toy is pink 
 Stand up if your toy is a computer game 
 Stand up if your toy involves sport 

Look at the children standing up for each. Are 

there more boys or girls? Count them. 

 Does/should that matter? 
----------------------------------------------------------------

------ 

Option 2: Use the role-play area and discussion 

time to explore different jobs people do. Focus on 

the ones that interest children the most and 

discuss what types of things they might need to do 

in their job. 

 Which job do you like best? 
 Do you think you would be good at it? 

Why? 
Ask the children to draw or give them a silhouette 

of a person to turn into someone doing the job 

they liked best.  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

  



 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 


